
	  

 

Made In L.A.: Miljohn Ruperto, 47/60 
Made In L.A. is coming to the Hammer, Barnsdall Park, LAXART, and billboards around 
town on June 2 and will showcase sixty emerging, under-recognized Los Angeles artists–one 
of which will be voted to win a $100,000 prize. In order to help you make an educated vote 
this summer, we’re counting down to Made In L.A. by showcasing each artist participating in 
the biennial. 

Miljohn Ruperto is a video artist whose work surrounds history and filmmaking in a very 
reflexive, somewhat meta fashion. 
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Ruperto’s videos deal with one of two things: movie making or 
subjectivity. He appears to have worked in “the industry,” his name 
popping up on several entertainment websites like IMDB and Fandango, 
pointing that he had a hand in Hollywood moviemaking at one point or 
another. His work tackles the idea of film by manipulating what is being 
presented. In Mirror Symmetry Composition with Black Circle and 
Spherical Projections of Rectangles in Mirror Symmetry with Black Circle, 
he takes videos from appears to be a film surrounding European courts and 
mirrors the image, obscurring what you are seeing with a giant black circle 
and smaller images of itself. Works like Acting Exercise: Demon 
Possession and As Himself point to the act of performing, from how the 
same idea of a performance is performed several times and in different 
ways and how one performs the self. 

His biggest piece is a four part video undertaking surrounding the life and 
work of Filipino actress and mistress of General Douglas MacArthur, 
Ruperto’s work is definitely super interesting and something that will 
definitely have people captivated. He infuses a lot of meaning into his work 
and references while them still, obviously, retaining a beauty to them: they 
have a brains *and* a body. We actually have no idea what he’ll be 
bringing to Made In L.A. but we’re sure it will be video. It’d be cool if it 
somehow related to and was a middle finger to the movie business, though! 

 


